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1. Requirement for a Method Statement 
The purpose of this Method Statement is to provide a detailed methodology for the proposed 
construction works associated with the provision of a footpath along the western side of the R248 
road between the villages of Carrigart and Downings, in order to avoid impacts upon Annex I habitats 
(including two Annex I Priority habitats: Fixed Dune and Machair) and Annex II species that are 
Qualifying Interests of the Sheephaven SAC, through which the proposed footpath runs.  

This Method Statement was initially provided in fulfilment of An Bord Pleanála’s request for further 
information on the original submission, dated 25th June 2019, which stated, “The applicant is 
requested to provide a detailed methodology for the proposed construction works having regard to the 
information requested above [the location and extent of works proposed, and the interface of these 
works with protected species/habitats]. Specific environmental measures shall also be included”. The 
applicant was also requested by An Bord Pleanála to provide details of mitigation measures to 
prevent pollution during the operational and maintenance phase of the project. 

The interface between the proposed works and existing Annex I habitats and Annex II species is 
shown in detail in Addendum I to the Natura Impact Statement prepared for the proposal.  

As stated in the Natura Impact Statement for this proposal, the design and placement of the footpath 
has taken into account the location of protected habitats and species, and as such is not anticipated 
to have any direct impact upon Sheephaven SAC or any of its Qualifying Interests. The pathway has 
been designed to lie within the roadside verge which runs along much of the length of this stretch of 
road. In the southwest section, where there is no verge, the pathway is proposed to be built within the 
existing hard shoulder. Therefore, it not envisaged that any section of the pathway will encroach upon 
any protected habitat or species, or any feature which is a Qualifying Interest of the Sheephaven 
SAC. The purpose of this Method Statement is to ensure that the proposed construction works do not 
have any ensuing or indirect effects upon the either the features or integrity of the Sheephaven SAC.   

The location of the proposal is shown in Figure 1. The section of the proposed footpath that lies within 
or adjacent to the Sheephaven SAC and/or to Annex I habitats and Annex II species is shown in 
Figure 2.   
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Figure 1 - The location of the proposed footpath
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Reproduced from Drawing 1564-001 

‘Habitat types in the vicinity of the Proposal 
Area’ 

Donegal County Council, 25/01/2021 

 

Figure 2 – Habitats occurring in the vicinity of the proposed pathway route. The section that lies adjacent to Sheephaven SAC and/or its Qualifying Interest features is outlined in red. 

 

Legend 
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2. Project design and method 
2.1 Overview of the proposal design 
As stated in the Natura Impact Statement submitted for this planning application, it is proposed to 
construct a footpath adjacent to the R248 Carrigart to Downings regional road. This is a busy two-lane 
road of approximately 5.5m total width, which currently has no footpath. It is edged by a grass verge 
which is fairly broad in places (varying between 1 and 5 metres in width).  

It is proposed to construct a kerbed pathway that is 2.5m in width for much of its length, reduced to 
1.8m width in those areas where the existing verge/hard shoulder is less than 2.5m wide. The exact 
design of the footpath will therefore vary according to location, depending upon the presence and/or 
width of the grass verge. Three separate designs have been proposed, for each of the various 
scenarios encountered on site (as shown in Figure 3):  

1. Where the footpath is to lie within the hard shoulder (Section A; Figure 4a);  
2. Where the footpath is to be constructed partially within the existing grass verge where this is 

less than 2.5m in width, necessitating installation of a retaining structure (Section B; Figure 
4b); and  

3. Where the footpath is to be constructed within the existing grass verge where this is greater 
than 2.5m in width (Section C; Figure 4c).  

Figure 3 shows the extent of each section type, while Figures 4a, 4b and 4c provide details of the 
proposed structure of the footpath in each case. The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
have been consulted regarding the design and composition of the proposed footpath, to ensure use of 
the most appropriate materials in the context of the adjacent Annex I habitats, and have no comments 
in relation to the materials used. 

It is expected that the pathway would receive stormwater run-off from the existing R248, thus its 
construction will require the installation of a storm drainage channel. Detailed designs of the storm 
drains to be installed are provided in Figure 5. 

In areas where a retaining wall is required (Section B) a 500mm wide X 300mm deep foundation is to 
be constructed as per Drawing PC1564-004 (Figure 4b). 
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Figure 3 – The extent of each section of the proposed footpath, each section requiring a 
different construction type according to verge presence / width. Cross-sections for each type 
are provided in Figures 4a, b and c.  
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Figure 4a – Typical cross-section of the proposed footpath, where the pathway is 1.8m 
in width and constructed in the existing hard shoulder  
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Figure 4b – Typical cross-section of the proposed footpath, where the pathway is 1.8m 
in width and constructed partially within the existing grass verge, requiring a retaining 
structure   
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Figure 4c – Typical cross-section of the proposed footpath, where the pathway is 2.5m 
in width and constructed in the existing grass verge 
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Figure 5 – Details of storm drains (Type K) to be installed in conjunction with the 
construction of the proposed footpath (TII standard designs) 
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2.2 Proposed sequence of works  
Works along the R248 Carrigart-Downings road are planned to be carried out in 500m sections, in 
order to minimise disruption to road users. Works will take place only within the northbound 
carriageway, as the proposed pathway is located exclusively on the western side of the road. 

Works are proposed to proceed in the following sequence: 

1. Installation of filter drains 

 A trench 500mm wide by 800mm deep will be excavated along the road edge.  
 Excavated materials will be removed to a licensed tip. 
 A Type “K” filter drain will be installed within the trench as per the standard TII design 

illustrated in Figure 5, lined with geotextile and filled with Clause 505 Type B coarse and light 
weight aggregate, topped with Type A fine aggregate.  

2. Commencement of works on the footpath.  

 Soil to be stripped to formation level using rubber-tracked excavator. Some turves to be 
retained for revegetation of adjacent areas (see Sections 4.3 and 5).   

 Material to be removed to a licensed tip. 
 Imported capping material “6F2” to be placed using 6 tonne dumper, levelled and compacted. 
 50mm wide x 200mm deep precast concrete pin kerb to be installed at roadside edge of 

footpath and haunched using leanmix concrete. 
 When pin kerb is set, imported 804 material to be machine laid and compacted. 
 50mm x 75mm tanalised timber edge support to be fixed at inside edge of footpath. 
 50mm deep bituminous base course as per design drawings to be machine laid and rolled. 
 20mm flexible surfacing as per design drawings to be machine laid and rolled. 

3. Ground to be made good at the inside of the footpath using a rubber tracked excavator. 
 

4. Existing boundary fence to be reinstated where necessary. 

2.3 Requirement for environmental mitigation measures during 
construction  
The proposed construction methodology involves the application of a number of processes, which 
may have potential to impact upon the wider environment if not undertaken to appropriate 
specifications. Such processes include:  

 Excavation; 
 Removal of vegetation; 
 Use of heavy machinery; 
 Transportation of spoil and materials; 
 Storage of spoil and materials; and 
 Placement of imported materials.  

 
As the proposed construction site lies partially within the statutorily-protected Sheephaven Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC), measures must be taken to ensure that negative impacts upon habitats 
and species that are features of the SAC are avoided. Specific potential impacts of the above 
processes upon individual features of the Sheephaven SAC are discussed in more detail in Section 3. 
Environmental mitigation measures designed to avoid any such impacts are proposed in Section 4.  

As discussed in Section 1, the project design ensures that habitats and species that are Qualifying 
Interests of the features of the SAC will not be directly affected by the proposal. The application of 
appropriate environmental mitigation measures in full during the construction of the proposed footpath 
will ensure that there will be no significant effects, either individually or in combination with other plans 
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or projects, on the conservation interests or conservation objectives of the Sheephaven SAC, i.e. the 
integrity of the Natura 2000 site.  

3. Potential sources of impact upon Sheephaven SAC 
resulting from the proposed works  
3.1 General potential impacts identified within the Natura Impact 
Statement for the proposal 
Although the placement and design of the proposed footpath aim to avoid direct impacts upon the 
Sheephaven SAC and its designated features, the Natura Impact Statement prepared for the proposal 
identifies a number of potential sources of both direct and secondary impacts upon features of the 
Sheephaven SAC during the construction period. These potential impacts are summarised in Section 
7 and Table 9 of the Natura Impact Statement prepared for this proposal, along with proposed 
mitigation measures to negate or reduce the identified potential impacts.  

 Damage to Annex I habitats (including two Annex I Priority habitats) lying immediately 
adjacent, or close, to the footpath (Machairs, Atlantic Salt Meadows, Mediterranean Salt 
Meadows and Fixed Dunes (Grey Dunes)) through disturbance, compaction, scouring and/or 
turf damage caused by activities associated with pathway construction (e.g. machinery 
access, material storage). 
 

 Pollution of the Umlagh stream during the construction period, leading to secondary impacts 
upon downstream Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats [1140]. 

 
 Potential impacts upon the Annex II liverwort species petalwort (Petalophyllum ralfsii), 

through disturbance, compaction, scouring and/or turf damage caused by construction 
activities (e.g. machinery access, material storage).  
 
(Comprehensive surveys undertaken to inform the Natura Impact Statement for this proposal 
did not record petalwort either within, or close to, the proposal area. However, some areas of 
within the machair habitat were identified as suitable for this species and thus it is possible 
that this species may occur in machair habitat adjacent to the proposed pathway route). 
 

 Potential impacts upon the Annex II butterfly marsh fritillary (Euphydryas aurinius), through 
disturbance, compaction, scouring and/or turf damage caused by construction activities (e.g. 
machinery access, material storage).  
 
(This species has been recorded breeding in Molinia meadow habitat in Logue’s field, which 
lies immediately adjacent to the proposed pathway route). 

 

3.2 Specific potential impacts relating to individual stages within the 
construction process 
The potential direct and indirect impacts identified in the original Natura Impact Statement prepared 
for this proposal have been applied to the specific methodology proposed for the construction of the 
footpath, described in Section 2 of this document 

Table 1 below lists potential sources of disturbance, damage or contamination of Qualifying Interests 
of the Sheephaven SAC during the construction phase, identified within the project design, and the 
potential causes of impacts in each case. Environmental mitigation measures aimed at reducing the 
potential impact of each stage of construction, and of the operational stage, to zero, are described in 
Section 4 and summarised in Section 5.  
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Table 1 – Potential sources of impact during the construction of the proposed footpath 

Potential source of impact identified from 
project design 

Nature of impact   Mitigation 
provided 

Use of machinery and vehicles (e.g. excavators, 
dumpers) 

Physical disturbance, destruction or modification to adjacent Annex I habitats 
and Annex II species as a result of machinery / personnel tracking over land 
within the Sheephaven SAC. 

Section 4.2 

Contamination of watercourses or adjacent Annex I habitats with hydrocarbons 
or hydraulic fluids 

Sections 4.6 and 
4.3 

Excavation of channel for Filter Drain Type K (for 
details see Figure 5) 

Physical disturbance, destruction or modification to adjacent Annex I habitats 
and Annex II species as a result of machinery / personnel tracking over land 
within the Sheephaven SAC. 

Section 4.2 

Siltation of watercourse and/or habitats within the land within the Sheephaven 
SAC, as a result of run-off from inappropriately stored topsoil 

Sections 4.3, 4.5 
and 4.6 

Installation of drain filter materials Physical disturbance, destruction or modification to adjacent Annex I habitats 
and Annex II species is a result of placement of stored material within the SAC, 
and/or machinery tracking over land within the Sheephaven SAC  

Section 4.2 

Removal of surface vegetation and topsoil within 
the pathway footprint, and storage / disposal of 
same. 

Physical disturbance, destruction or modification to adjacent Annex I habitats 
and Annex II species as a result of machinery / personnel tracking over land 
within the Sheephaven SAC. 

Section 4.2 

Siltation of watercourse and/or habitats within the Sheephaven SAC, as a result 
of run-off from stored or exposed topsoil 

Sections 4.3, 4.5 
and 4.6 

Construction of proposed crossing point at 
approximate Irish Grid Reference C 12245 36677, 
within an area identified as supporting dune 
woodland / scrub habitat composed of the Third 
Schedule Invasive Species Sea-buckthorn 
Hippophae rhamnoides. [This does not 
correspond to Annex I habitat]  

Spread of the Third Schedule Invasive Species Sea-buckthorn Hippophae 
rhamnoides. 

Refer to the Invasive Species Management Plan prepared for this proposal (NIA 
Addendum IV). 

 

 

Section 4.5 
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Application of sub-base, capping material, 
bituminous case course and flexible surfacing to 
the pathway footprint; transport and storage of 
same; and subsequent removal/disposal of 
excess materials.  

Physical disturbance, destruction or modification to adjacent Annex I habitats 
and Annex II species is a result of machinery / personnel tracking over land 
within the Sheephaven SAC, or placement of stored material within the SAC. 

Section 4.2 

Contamination of adjacent Annex I habitats with foreign materials with potential 
to alter soil chemistry and/or pH   

Sections 4.2 and 
4.3 

Installation of pin kerb using leanmix concrete .at 
roadside edge. 

Physical disturbance, destruction or modification to adjacent Annex I habitats 
and Annex II species is a result of machinery / personnel tracking over land 
within the Sheephaven SAC. 

Section 4.2 

Contamination of adjacent Annex I habitats with foreign materials with potential 
to alter soil chemistry and/or pH (cement/concrete) 

Sections 4.2 and 
4.3 

Installation of tanalised timber edge support to 
outside margin of pathway route. 

Physical disturbance to adjacent Annex I habitats and Annex II species is a 
result of machinery / personnel tracking over land within the Sheephaven SAC. 

Section 4.2 

Installation of new open cut drain (where identified 
as required, to replace existing drains); storage / 
removal / disposal of excavated materials. 

If inappropriately placed - drying of sensitive wetland habitats e.g Atlantic salt 
meadow, Molinia meadow, alkaline fen, resulting in reduction in the habitats’ 
quality and their suitability for the species that they support (e.g. the Annex II 
species marsh fritillary) 

Section 4.4 

Physical disturbance, destruction or modification to adjacent Annex I habitats 
and Annex II species as a result of machinery tracking over land within the 
Sheephaven SAC. 

Section 4.2 

Siltation of adjacent habitats/watercourses habitats as a result of inappropriate 
storage or placement of materials associated with excavation of drain 

Sections 4.3 and 
4.5 

Ground to made good at inside of the footpath 
using a rubber tracked excavator 

Physical disturbance, destruction or modification to adjacent Annex I habitats 
and Annex II species as a result of machinery tracking over land within the 
Sheephaven SAC. 

Section 4.2 

Siltation of adjacent habitats as a result of bare, unstabilised soil lying adjacent 
to SAC area.  

Section 4.3 

Reinstatement of boundary fence, along the line 
of the existing fence, at the interface between the 

Physical disturbance, destruction or modification to adjacent Annex I habitats 
and Annex II species as a result of machinery / personnel tracking over land 

Section 4.2 
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works and adjacent habitats. Such works may 
include excavation for installation of fenceposts 
and placement / storage of the resulting 
excavated material.  

within the Sheephaven SAC, or placement of stored material within Sheephaven 
SAC. 

Working in close proximity to the Umlaght stream 
which crosses the area of proposed works at 
approximate Irish Grid Reference C 12746 36450.   

Pollutants entering the Umlaght stream during construction (e.g. through 
accidental spillage of hydrocarbons such as diesel or hydraulic fluid), resulting in 
secondary impacts upon downstream habitats (such as Tidal Mudflats and 
Sandflats [1140] 

Section 4.6 
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4. Method Statement incorporating Environmental 
Mitigation measures  
4.1 Employment of Ecological Clerk of Works  
Throughout the construction period, works will be monitored by an appropriately qualified Ecological 
Clerk of Works (ECow) to ensure satisfactory application of the proposed mitigation measures. The 
role of the ECoW will be: 

 To advise the contractor on ecological sensitivities of the site; 
 To advise the contractor on the extent of the working corridor and signing off the same; 
 To provide toolbox talks prior to the commencement of works and at other times as required 

(to include ecological protection, pollution control, works in the vicinity of invasive species, 
best practice working approach and habitat remediation); 

 To monitor / audit works at regular intervals (at a frequency required by Donegal County 
Council, but not less than once fortnightly); 

 To undertake an audit at the completion of the works and set out any remediation that may be 
required; and 

 To oversee any remediation measures identified as being necessary following construction. 
 

4.2 Delineation and control of working area and methods  
4.2.1 Potential sources of impact 

As outlined in Table 1, a number of processes within the proposed pathway construction have the 
potential to result in physical disturbance, destruction or modification to adjacent Annex I habitats 
(indirectly affecting the species that these support) and in direct disturbance and/or destruction of 
Annex II species that are Qualifying Interests of the Sheephaven SAC (i.e. petalwort Petalophyllum 
ralfsii and marsh fritillary Euphydryas aurinius). Such impacts could result from: 

 Machinery / personnel tracking over land within the Sheephaven SAC (potentially resulting in 
turf damage, compaction, scouring) 

 Storage, deposition or leakage of materials within the SAC (potentially resulting in turf 
damage; compaction; siltation; nutrient enrichment; alterations to soil chemistry and/or pH)  

 Spread of invasive species (notably the Third Schedule species sea-buckthorn which occurs 
at the site) 

 

4.2.2 Proposed methods (incorporating environmental mitigation measures) 
 There will be clear delineation of the interface between Sheephaven SAC habitats and the 

road1 (on both sides of the R248) using hazard tape and signage affixed to boundary fences 
(post-and-rope to be used where there are no boundary fences). Signage erected to indicate 
no access into the SAC, either by machinery or on foot. 

 There will be no storage or deposition of materials, spoil or plant allowed within the SAC 
boundary. In addition, a 5m buffer will be maintained around the SAC boundary within which 
no storage of materials or spoil will be permitted. Signage will be erected to indicate this.  
All site works, including reinstatement of the boundary fence will be undertaken from the road 
side of the boundary fence. 

 In the case of works at or adjacent to the SAC boundary fence, there will be no incursion into 
the SAC greater than 30cm. If surface spoil is deemed likely to fall on to adjacent habitats, 

                                                     
1 Hereafter referred to as “the SAC boundary” 
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shuttering boards or geo-textile matting will be used to protect surface vegetation. Any 
material excavated must be replaced/removed immediately and the surface stabilised. 

 Any invasive species occurring in the vicinity of the proposed works will be marked with 
hazard tape prior to the commencement of works and these areas will be avoided as far as 
possible during works. Any works in the vicinity of invasive species, including removal or 
transportation of invasive plant species material, or spoil that may be contaminated with such 
material, will be a strictly in accordance with the best practice methodology and protocols set 
out in the Invasive Species Management Plan prepared for this proposal (NIS Addendum IV).   

 

4.3 Water control  
4.3.1 Potential sources of impact 

Changes to the permeability and structure of land adjacent to the Sheephaven SAC, resulting from 
the placement of the proposed pathway, have potential to result in changes to the hydrology of the 
habitats lying adjacent to the SAC boundary. In addition, some construction activities have the 
potential to result in ingress of silt-laden, nutrient laden or contaminated water, resulting in damage or 
modification to adjacent Annex I habitats, and potentially affecting the species that they support. The 
following potential sources of impact have been identified:  

 Run-off from the adjacent road and pathway surfaces during episodes of prolonged or heavy 
rain. Such run-off is likely to be nutrient-laden and/or contain pollutants such as 
hydrocarbons.  

 Run-off of silt-laden water, or water contaminated with substances that have potential to alter 
soil chemistry and/or pH, as a result of placement or storage of materials close to the SAC 
boundary (e.g. topsoil, cement/concrete).  

 Ingress of hydrocarbons or hydraulic fluid resulting from refuelling or leakage from 
vehicles/machinery operating close to the SAC boundary.   
 

4.3.2 Proposed methods (incorporating environmental mitigation measures) 
 The three designs proposed for the footpath designs (Types A-C, reproduced in Figures 4a-c) 

each incorporate a 500mm filter drain ‘Type K’, as per standard TII design, to accommodate 
storm water. These storm drains will extend along the margin of the footpath, separating it 
from the adjacent road carriageway, and will receive stormwater from both surfaces.  
The filter drains are composed of a trench lined with geotextile and filled with granular 
material (Type B coarse and light weight aggregate) to a depth of approximately 70cm. The 
storm drainage system will filter run-off and ultimately discharge to groundwater. 

 All vehicles and machinery working onsite will be checked daily for leaks. Where leaks are 
identified, drip drays will be installed and vehicles monitored.  

 There will be no disposal of any effluent or liquids, including detergents, on site. Such 
substances must be disposed of in accordance with appropriate environmental guidance. 

 There will be no re-fuelling undertaken on site;  
 Pollution Prevention and Spill Kits (as per Measures for the protection of watercourses, 

described in full in Section 4.6) will be available onsite at all times, and site personnel 
instructed on their location and correct usage.  

 There will be no storage or deposition of materials or spoil will be permitted within the existing 
verge, or within 5m of the SAC boundary. This will be indicated by signage.  

 Where land immediately adjacent to the SAC boundary will be disturbed as a result of works, 
disturbance will be minimised and vegetation will be reinstated to exposed ground as quickly 
as possible. Sufficient turves will be retained from the footpath footprint to enable rapid 
reinstatement of any adjacent areas where vegetation cover has become fragmented.    
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4.4 Drainage 
4.4.1 Potential sources of impact 

From approximate Irish Grid Reference C12547 36517, northwest to C12306 36635, a number of 
sensitive wetland habitats lie within Sheephaven SAC, either directly adjacent to, or close to, the site 
boundary; namely, the Priority Annex I habitat machair (wet machair at this location); the Annex I 
habitats alkaline fen, Atlantic salt meadow and Molinia meadow (which supports a population of the 
Annex II species marsh fritillary, a Qualifying Interest of the SAC); and swamp vegetation (not an 
Annex I habitat, but contributing to the integrity of the site as a whole). These habitats, the location of 
which is which is illustrated in Figure 6, could be susceptible to localised drying if drains were to be 
installed at the field level which, as shown in the photographs in Figure 7, is significantly below the 
level of the road.  

 

4.4.2 Environmental mitigation measures 

In order to avoid negative impacts upon Annex I wetland habitats (and associated Annex II species) 
that are Qualifying Interests of the Sheephaven SAC, embodied mitigation has been implemented, by 
designing the pathway in such a way as to avoid use of open cut drains in Sections A and B, which 
pass close to sensitive wetland habitats. In these sections, it is proposed to install storm filter drains 
only, which are to be located at the interface between the R248 road carriageway and the footpath. 
The placement of filter drains at road level will ensure that they have no potential for impact upon 
Annex I habitats within the SAC.  
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Reproduced from Drawing 1564-090 (NTS) 

‘Habitat types in the vicinity of the Proposal Area 
CH 600-800’  

Donegal County Council, 25/01/2021 

 Figure 6 – Sensitive wetland habitats that could potentially be affected by inappropriately-placed drains (in the vicinity of the junction of the R248 and the L1042 Ballyohagan road) 

 

Legend 
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Figure 7 – Google Earth imagery of the stretch of the R248 road north of Carrigart, that runs 
adjacent to Annex I wetland habitats, showing elevated nature of the road compared to the 
adjacent habitats.  

Top- View north from 55º10’35.77”N 7º48’22.78” W; Bottom- View north from 55º10’33.68”N 
7º48’15.17” 
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4.5 Crossing with the L1042 (approximate Irish Grid Reference C 12244 
36674) 

4.5.1 Potential sources of impact 

A plan of the proposed crossing point with the L1042 Ballyohagan Road is set out in Figure 8. As 
shown in the plan, the crossing lies within the Sheephaven SAC, in an area classified as dune 
woodland/scrub.  

The dune woodland/scrub in the vicinity of the crossing point is composed principally of the Third 
Schedule Invasive Species sea-buckthorn (Hippophae rhamnoides).  Although ‘Dunes with 
Hippophae rhamnoides (2160)’ constitute an EU Annex I habitat, the EU has ruled that Irish examples 
do not qualify for the purposes of the Habitats Directive, as this species is not native in Ireland where 
it is classed as invasive. Therefore the area of sea buckthorn scrub at the crossing point does not 
constitute a Qualifying Interest of the Sheephaven SAC, and is not considered likely to support any 
species which is a Qualifying Interest of the SAC. Scrub habitat does have some ecological value, as 
it supports breeding birds and provides foraging and shelter for small mammals, bats, birds and 
invertebrates. The berries of sea-buckthorn are highly favoured by feeding birds in autumn. All wild 
birds, their nests, eggs and young are protected under the terms of the Wildlife Acts 1976-2018 (as 
amended). 

It is likely that the installation of the crossing point will necessitate some removal of sea buckthorn 
scrub  from within and/or adjacent to the SAC boundary. This has potential to cause the spread of this 
species both within the SAC and into the wider area, as it is readily propagated from fragments of 
rhizome and stem material, which may also be present in spoil excavated  in this area. Sea buckthorn 
spreads rapidly in dune habitats, resulting in floristically-poor thickets which shade out native dune 
plants and can completely alter the character of the local dune habitat, species composition, and the 
nutrient status of the soil where it grows.2 Sea-buckthorn may also be spread by dispersal of its 
berries in autumn.  

  

4.5.2 Proposed methods (incorporating environmental mitigation measures) 

As the proposed crossing point lies within scrub habitat that forms part of the SAC, all works at this 
point will be overseen by an appropriately qualified Ecological Clerk of Works to ensure satisfactory 
application of the proposed mitigation measures, listed below: 

 Works within and adjacent to areas identified as supporting invasive species (notably sea-
buckthorn) will be kept to a minimum.  

 Works within or adjacent to areas supporting invasive species will be undertaken only under 
the supervision of a suitably-qualified ecologist appointed as Ecological Clerk of Works  

 Any necessary works within the sea-buckthorn area will be undertaken outside of the bird 
breeding season [Section 40 of the Wildlife Act 1976, as amended by Section 46 of the 
Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, restricts the cutting, grubbing, burning or destruction by other 
means of vegetation growing on uncultivated land or in hedges or ditches during the nesting 
and breeding season for birds and wildlife, from 1 March to 31 August].   

 Any necessary works within the sea-buckthorn area will also avoid the fruiting season to 
minimise dispersal of berries.  

 All works in the vicinity of invasive species will be undertaken in strict accordance with the 
protocols and standard good practice methodologies provided in the Invasive Species 
Management Plan prepared for this proposal (NIS Addendum IV). 

 The working corridor will be minimised, and as far as possible the working area will be 
accessed from the existing road surface at either side. The remaining habitat will be 

                                                     
2 Inland Fisheries Ireland / The National Biodiversity Data Centre (2014). Risk Assessment of Hippophae rhamnoides. 
Available at http://nonnativespecies.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Hippophae-rhamnoides-Sea-buckthorn1.pdf. 
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cordoned-off using hazard tape, with appropriate signage to ensure no ingress by machinery 
and no storage or placement of materials.  
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Figure 8 – Plan of the proposed crossing point with the L1042 Ballyohagan Road (at 
approximate Irish Grid Reference C 12244 36674), showing its location in relation to the 
habitats present in the area
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Legend 

 

Reproduced from Drawing 1564-005  

‘Habitat types in the vicinity of the Proposal Area 
Ch 600-800’ 

Donegal County Council, January 2021 
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Figure 9 – Details of construction of the crossing point of the proposed footpath with the 
L1042 Ballyohagan Road (Detail 2) 
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4.6 Watercourse crossings  
4.6.1 Potential sources of impact 

As the proposed footpath edges the existing R248, and is to be constructed on its existing hard 
shoulder and verge, no in-river works will be required by the proposal. The pathway will cross the 
Umlagh stream via the existing Ballyohagan bridge at C 12748 36450. The proposed design of the 
pathway at this location is shown in Figure 10. 

Any potential impacts on downstream habitats associated with the proposal would therefore relate to 
possible pollution incidents associated with construction of the proposed pathway. Any such impacts 
would therefore be short-term in nature.  Potentially damaging pollutants that could enter the 
watercourse could include hydrocarbons such as diesel, oil or hydraulic fluids, resulting from spillage 
or leakage. 

 

4.6.2 Proposed methods (incorporating environmental mitigation measures) 

It is considered that mitigation in the form of specific working requirements and protocols relating to 
the control of pollutants at the site, as well as a strict and fully prescribed buffer to the stream, to be 
agreed in writing with NPWS prior to construction, is required in order to avoid potential impacts on 
Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats, which are located 400m downstream of the proposal. 

In fulfilment of this mitigation measure, a Pollution Prevention and Response Statement will be 
prepared by Donegal County Council and approved with NPWS prior to the commencement of 
construction. This will include the following pollution prevention requirements:  

 Vehicles and engines will be checked daily for leaks (oil, fuel, coolant, hydraulic fluid etc), and 
immediate remedial action will be taken. Any identified leaks on vehicles will be immediately 
contained using drip trays, and monitored.  

 No disposal of any effluent or liquids, including detergents, will occur within the site 
 No re-fuelling will be undertaken on site.  

 

Pollution Prevention and Spill Kits will be available on site during the construction period, containing 
temporary booms to contain and remediate any spillages into the Umlagh stream, and absorbent 
pads to contain and remediate any spillages onto soil and vegetation within the site.  

 

4.6.3 Proposed sequence of works at Ballyohagan Bridge 

1. Area to be scanned for the presence of any underground services 
2. Engineer to mark out location of foundations 
3. Foundations excavated to a depth of 800mm. All excavations to take place from the roadside. 
4. Excavated material to be removed to a licensed tip off site. 
5. Concrete to be placed into foundations from the chute of the concrete wagon. 
6. Concrete wagon to wash out off site. 
7. When concrete has sufficiently cured, 6.6m long x 0.9m wide hollow core slabs to be lifted 

into place. 
8. 50mm bitumen to be laid over precast slabs to finished footpath level 
9. Timber rails to be fitted to posts to complete handrail 
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Figure 10 – Design of footpath at point of crossing with the Umlaght stream 
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4.7 Mitigation for potential impacts during the operational and 
maintenance phase  
4.7.1 Potential sources of impact 

During episodes of prolonged or heavy rain, the impermeable surface of the proposed footpath has 
potential to result in run-off entering the adjacent habitats of the SAC, resulting in localised 
hydrological changes, or input of nutrients or pollutants (e.g hydrocarbons).  

The provision of the footpath is considered likely to result in an increase in the number of pedestrians, 
and dog walkers utilising the route. This has potential for increased deposition of litter and incidence 
of dog fouling along the route, both of which may have some negative impact upon the features and 
landscape of the Sheephaven SAC.   

 

4.7.2 Proposed mitigation measures 
 Installation of filter drains: 

The proposed footpath is planned to run immediately adjacent to the existing two-lane road. 
The pathway designs (Types A-C), reproduced in Figures 4a-c, each incorporate a 500mm 
filter drain ‘Type K’ (as per standard TII design) to accommodate storm water. These storm 
drains will extend along the margin of the footpath, separating it from the adjacent road 
carriageway.  
The filter drains are to be composed of a trench lined with geotextile and filled with granular 
material (Type B coarse and light weight aggregate, topped with Type A fine aggregate) to a 
depth of approximately 70cm. The storm drainage system will filter run-off and ultimately 
discharge to groundwater. 

 Provision of litter and dog waste bins: 
Covered bins will be provided at several points along the pathway route for disposal of litter 
and dog waste. Signage will be provided to encourage use of bins by pathway users.  

 

Assuming these mitigation measures are implemented in full, it is envisaged that there would be no 
potential for either short-term or long-term impacts resulting from the operational phase of the 
proposed footpath.  

Furthermore, the provision of the pathway is likely to direct walkers away from the nearby unfenced 
machair and fixed dune habitats, and may thus reduce recreational use of these areas. Identified 
threats/pressures to the Annex I habitats within Sheephaven SAC currently include G01 Outdoor 
sports and leisure activities, recreational activities3 and F07 Sports, tourism and leisure activities4. 

Prior to any future maintenance works being undertaken on the footpath, all operatives will be briefed 
on this Method Statement. During any maintenance works, all procedures/mitigation measures 
outlined in this Method Statement will be strictly adhered to. 

  

                                                     
3 Source: Sheephaven SAC Standard Data Form, available at:  https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/natura2000/NF001190.pdf 
4
 Source: Article 17 Reports on the Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland: Volume 2 Habitats, available at: 

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/NPWS_2019_Vol2_Habitats_Article17.pdf 
 



Addendum II to Natura Impact Statement: Method Statement for works required for construction of a footpath adjacent to the 
R248 from Carrigart to Downings, Co Donegal                Woodrow Sustainable Solutions, September 2019 (revised March 
2021) 
 
 

29 

5. Summary sheet of proposed works and environmental 
mitigation measures to be observed 

[A laminated copy to be held on site and consulted prior to each stage of pathway construction] 

 Liaise with appropriately-qualified ECoW throughout the construction period. The ECoW will: 

 Provide Toolbox Talks on ecological protection, best practice working approach, pollution control, 
habitat remediation 

 Monitor/audit works at regular intervals (at least once fortnightly), and on completion of works 

 Supervise works within the SAC and at watercourse crossings (including at the crossing point with the 
L1042 and at the Umlaght stream) 

 Supervise works within and adjacent to areas supporting invasive species and ensure that the 
protocols and standard good practice methodologies provided within the Invasive Species Management 
Plan prepared for this proposal (NIS Addendum IV) are adhered to in full 

 Provide further ecological/environmental advice as required by the contractor 

 Prior to commencement of works, the area of Sheephaven SAC is to be cordoned-off with hazard 
tape and signage erected to indicate no entry, either by vehicles or personnel, due to the presence of 
sensitive habitats. NB – This is to be undertaken on both sides of the R248 road. 

 No storage or deposition of materials, spoil or plant is allowed within the Sheephaven SAC 
boundary5 (NB – the SAC occupies land on both sides of the R248).  

 No storage of materials or spoil is permitted within 5m of the SAC boundary, or within 10m of any 
watercourse. Signage is to be erected to indicate this.  

 No disposal of any effluent or liquids, including detergents, on site. 

 Pollution Prevention and Spill Kits to be available onsite at all times. Site personnel to be instructed 
on their location and usage. 

 Usage of vehicles on site: 

 No vehicles allowed within the SAC boundary (with the exception of limited access at the L1042 
crossing)  

 All vehicles and machinery working onsite will be checked daily for leaks.  

 Where leaks are identified, drip drays will be installed and vehicles monitored.  

 No re-fuelling will undertaken on site;  

 During stripping of vegetation from pathway corridor: 

 Sufficient turves will be retained from the new pathway footprint to enable rapid reinstatement of any 
adjacent areas within the construction corridor where vegetation cover has become fragmented  

 Turves lifted will be stored appropriately (i.e. stacked vegetation-side uppermost, at least 5m from the 
SAC boundary and 10m from any watercourse) and watered as necessary to prevent drying 

 For works in close proximity to watercourses (i.e. at the crossing of the Umlagh stream): 

 Ensure full compliance with the Pollution Prevention and Response Statement, to be prepared by 
Donegal County Council and approved with NPWS prior to the commencement of construction.  

 All works in the vicinity of watercourses to be supervised by the ECoW. 

                                                     
5 Through the text, the phrase “the Sheephaven SAC boundary” is taken to indicate the interface between 
lands within the SAC and the road corridor 



Addendum II to Natura Impact Statement: Method Statement for works required for construction of a footpath adjacent to the 
R248 from Carrigart to Downings, Co Donegal                Woodrow Sustainable Solutions, September 2019 (revised March 
2021) 
 
 

30 

 As stated above, Pollution Prevention and Spill Kits to be available onsite at all times. Site personnel to 
be instructed on their location and usage. 

 As stated above, no disposal of any effluent or liquids, including detergents, is permitted anywhere on 
site. 

 As stated above, no refuelling is permitted anywhere on site. All vehicles are to be checked daily for 
leaks. Drip trays must be installed as required, and any leaks monitored daily. 

 No storage of spoil or material permitted within 10m of any watercourse. 

 In the case of works at or adjacent to the boundary fence: 

 All site works, including reinstatement of the boundary fence, are to be undertaken from the road side 
of the boundary fence.  

 Where works are carried out to the SAC boundary fence, there is to be no incursion into the SAC 
greater than 30cm. 

 Where surface spoil is likely to fall on to adjacent habitats within the SAC, these will be protected using 
shuttering boards or geo-textile matting. 

 Any material excavated at, or adjacent to, the SAC boundary must be replaced/removed immediately 
and the surface stabilised, in consultation with the site ECoW 

 No open drains to be excavated due to the proximity of sensitive wetland habitats in certain sections 

 Works at the crossing point with the L1042  

 All works within the scrub area will be undertaken outside of the bird breeding season. 

 Works in this area will be supervised by the ECoW 

 Scrub removal undertaken for the creation of the crossing point will be kept to a minimum.  

 As far as possible the working area will be accessed from the existing road surface at either side. 

 The remaining scrub habitat will be cordoned-off using hazard tape and ‘no entry’ signage erected. 

 There will be no ingress by machinery, or storage or placement of materials, within the remaining scrub 
habitat. 

 Works in the vicinity of invasive species  

 Works within and adjacent to areas identified as supporting invasive species (notably sea-buckthorn) will 
be kept to a minimum. 

 Works within or adjacent to areas supporting invasive species will be undertaken only under the 
supervision of a suitably-qualified ecologist appointed as Ecological Clerk of Works 

 Any necessary works within the sea-buckthorn area will be undertaken outside of the bird breeding 
season [extending from 1 March to 31 August] and will avoid the fruiting season to minimise dispersal of 
berries. 

 All works in the vicinity of invasive species will be undertaken in strict accordance with the protocols and 
standard good practice methodologies provided in the Invasive Species Management Plan prepared for 
this proposal (NIS Addendum IV). 

 On completion of site works: 

 Audit to be completed by the ECoW identifying any outstanding remediation works. 

 Provision of waste and dog waste bins, and associated appropriate signage, along completed pathway. 
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